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pay their price and afford them a roystering life. Patriotism,
the honour of the fatherland, were unknown. Except in the
case of England, there was no national army. When a posi-
tion had been won, a city captured, the conquerors satisfied
themselves with the ransoms and the richest spoils. If the
citizens wished to avoid the inconvenience of a sack, they
collected a sum sufficient to pay off the rank and file. Other-
wise the mercenaries took the women, and had licence to
recoup themselves by pillage. Resistance meant torture and
death: but bloodshed was an accident, not an essential of
war.
The action of Cardinal Giuliano della Rovere was an
invitation to the Lord Alexander P.P. VI to engage in war.
He had thrown down the gauntlet. He had made the first
move in the game; and his gambit was a very fine one, for
the fortress of Ostia dominated Tiber mouth, and enabled
him to paralyse Rome by stopping sea-borne supplies.
Like all important characters, the Pope's Holiness was
neurotic; not by any means a coward, but quick to scent
danger, susceptible of momentary fright. Early in the spring
of 1493 He was going to a picnic, at the villa which the
Lord Innocent P.P. VIII had built for pontifical refresh-
ment at La Magliana, outside the walls; and when a cannon
saluted His approach He was stricken with a sudden panic,
and galloped back to the Vatican amid the frank execrations
of His escort disappointed of their dinner.
Here was the situation. The Pope was comfortably em-
broiled with Cardinal Giuliano della Rovere and his allies
of Naples, of Colonna, of Orsini. To some extent His
interests tied Him to Sforza and Milan. Tuscany was un-
decided between the Pope and Naples. The other Powers
looked on.
While Don Ludovico Maria Sforza-Visconti was sug-
gesting an alliance between the Pope, the duchy of Milan,
and the Republic of Venice, to overawe the Neapolitan
Bond, King Don Ferrando was intriguing with a view to